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Letter from the Executive Director 
 

November 2008 

 

Despite an economic downturn which began in late 2007, NI contin-

ued to serve Calumet Region communities. 

 

During the 11.01.07 - 10.31.08 reporting period, NI staff made 9,255 

contacts consisting of new and old customers, general inquiries, ad-

ministrative matters and other types of exchanges. 

 

NI directly improved 94 homes through the Best House on the Block 

Contest®, rehab lending, Operation Restoration 2008 and other meth-

ods (see pages 4 & 5).  Customers reported that NI programs caused 

156 additional homes to be improved. 

 

Staff presented the BHOTBC® program in Baltimore June 17 and 18 

to Healthy Neighborhoods practitioners from Chattanooga, Detroit, 

Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and Wilmington, DE.  

Staff also registered a U.S. patent pending on BHOTBC® methodol-

ogy. 

 

As the U.S. economy continues to worsen, NI has turned its focus to 

providing foreclosure avoidance counseling and other income-

producing projects, such as the partnership with ACCIÓN Chicago 

(see page 3). 

 

Raising the bar, 
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Executive Director 
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NI Makes Headlines With  

Annual Polka  

Parade Performance 

NI Installs New Marquee 

NI unveiled its new 

marquee sign on the 

southeast side of its 

building in spring of 

2008 in order to ef-

fectively market its 

events and loan prod-

ucts to the heavy 

northbound traffic on Kennedy Avenue.  NI commis-

sioned Sign Concepts, a fellow Hessville business, to 

produce and install the marquee.  

NI has seen a marked increase in the number of walk-

in customers from the neighborhood.  Along with the 

storefront design of the building, the marquee gives 

NI more visibility and information regarding the na-

ture of our work in the Calumet Region.   

The  Neighbor-

hoods IncSKI 

Surplus Building 

Materials and 

Construction Site 

Refuse Air Band 

sang and danced 

with even more 

enthusiasm this 

summer during 

the Polka Parade 

at the annual 

Pierogi Fest due to a Times of Northwest Indiana arti-

cle, which featured a full length story and photo of 

our ñcrazy PVC air band.ò  The July 25th article gave 

a history of the bandôs members, wardrobes and sig-

nature tunes over the past seven years. 

 

From left to right:  Polaca, Lola, Schlomo, Cool 
Breeze,  Mini-Lola, Sandrew and Freak. 

Two new afford-

able homes are 

now complete and 

ready for occu-

pancy!  The two 

homes, located on 

the northeast cor-

ner of Columbia 

Avenue and 172nd 

Street in Hammond, are listed for sale for $112,500 

each.  Each 1232 sq. ft. home includes two bedrooms 

and two full baths, a huge living room, eat-in kitchen 

and a utility room. The homes are fully carpeted and 

come equipped with stoves, refrigerators and full 

window treatments. Pleasant landscaping, off-street 

parking and large covered front porches make these 

homes real attributes to the neighborhood. 

Eligible homebuyers can apply for a very low interest 

down payment assistance loan through Hammond 

Enterprise Development Corporation.   

Two Affordable Houses Completed 

BP Improves East Chicago 

For the second con-

secutive year, NI part-

nered with a local vol-

unteer group to provide 

home improvements 

and repairs to needful 

homeowners in the 

New Addition area of 

East Chicago.   

Staff from NI and volunteers from 

BP Whiting, along with the Lake 

County United Way,  coordinated to 

undertake the repairing of six homes.  

The ñDay of Caringò began with a 

kickoff breakfast at St. Catherine of 

Siena Church on August 22nd. 
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